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Judgment Day 
REVELATION: YOUR STORY IN GOD’S STORY, Week 30 

Revelation 20:11-15 (NIV)  

I. Dissolution of the _____________________ 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, 

and there was no place for them. 
 

See also: Isa 51:6; Matt 24:35; 2 Peter 3:10-13; Matt 19:28; Rev 21:1 
 

II. ____________________________ of All Humans 
12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, 

which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea 

gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged 

according to what they had done.  
 

See also: Exod 32:32; Dan 7:10; 12:1-2; Ps 62:12; Jer 17:10; Matt 12:36-37; Rom 2:5-11; 1 Pet 1:17; Acts 

17:30-31; 1 Cor 3:10-15; 4:4-5, 2 Cor 5:10; Heb 4:13 
 

III. ____________________________ to Final Hell 
14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name 

was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.  
 

See also: Mark 9:43; Luke 16:19-31; Matt 5:27-30; 8:12 (22:13; 25:30); 25:41; 2 Thess 1:5-10; Rev 19:3 
 

The Bottom Line 
Do what it takes to _______________________. 

 

…by  _________________ this with __________________________ seriousness. 
 

…by admitting your ____________________ and accepting by ______________ Jesus’ offer of forgiveness. 
 

…by living an ______________________ life, always aware of _____________________________. 

 
Appendix 1: The Nature of the Final Judgement (from Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1142-46) 
1. Jesus Christ Will be the Judge: 2 Tim 4:1; Acts 10:42 (see 17:31; Matt 25:31-33); John 5:26-27 

 

2. Unbelievers Will be Judged: Rev 20:12; Rom 2:5-7; including degrees of punishment (Rev 20:12-13; Luke 12:47-

48; Matt 11:22, 24; Luke 20:47); Matt 12:36; Eccl 12:14; Rom 2:16 (see Luke 8:17); Luke 12:2-3 

 

3. Believers Will be Judged: Rom 14:10, 12; 2 Cor 5:10 (see Rom 2:6-11; Rev 20:12, 15); Matt 25:31-46; though this 

will be for rewards and not for condemnation (John 5:24; Rom 8:1); Rev 11:18; 1 Cor 4:5 (see Col 3:25); 2 Cor 5:9-

10; this includes degrees of rewards (1 Cor 3:12-15; 2 Cor 5:10; Luke 19:17, 19) 

 

4. Angels Will be Judged: 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6; 1 Cor 6:3 

 

5. We Will Help in the Work of Judgment: 1 Cor 6:2-3; Rev 20:4; Matt 19:28 (see Luke 22:30) 

 

Appendix 2: Final Judgment and Our Justification by Faith 
1. God will “justify” (declare righteous) those who are righteous at the final judgment. Justification is, strictly 

speaking, talking about the final “not guilty” verdict at the end of time: Matt 12:36-37; Rom 2:13 (see Rom 2:5-11). 

  

2. Jesus died for our sins and was raised for our justification (Rom 4:25), so because of our spiritual union with Jesus 

(2 Cor 5:21), believers have received that final “justification” (declaration of righteousness) now, in advance of the 

final judgment: Rom 3:21-26; Gal 2:15-16. 

 

3. Our justification in Christ thus has “already but not yet” elements, where we have received this right status with 

God already (Rom 5:1), but we await the final verdict of “righteous” at the last judgment: Gal 5:5. 

 

4. At the last judgment this status of “righteous” can be demonstrated by our names in the Book of Life (Rev 21:27), 

but it can also be demonstrated by our deeds and actions, which will prove our genuine faith: Matt 25:31-46.   



Appendix 3: How Can a Loving God Send People to Hell?  
(from Tim Keller, The Reason for God, 70-86) 
 

Misconception #1: “A God of judgment simply can’t exist.”  
(See message from two weeks ago) 

Misconception #2: “A God of judgment can’t be a God of love.”  
(See message from last week) 
 

Misconception #3: A loving God would not allow hell 
Modern people inevitably think that hell works like this: God gives us time, but if we haven’t made the right choices 

by the end of our lives, he casts our souls into hell for all eternity. As the poor souls fall through space, they cry out for 

mercy, but God says “Too late! You had your chance! Now you will suffer!” This caricature misunderstands the very nature 

of evil. The biblical picture is that sin separates us from the presence of God, which is the source of all joy and indeed of all 

love, wisdom, or good things of any sort. Since we were originally created for God’s immediate presence, only before his 

face will we thrive, flourish, and achieve our highest potential. If we were to lose his presence totally, that would be hell—

the loss of our  capability for giving or receiving love or joy.  

A common image of hell in the Bible is that of fire. Fire disintegrates. Even in this life we can see the kind of soul 

disintegration that self-centeredness creates. We know how selfishness and self-absorption leads to piercing bitterness, 

nauseating envy, paralyzing anxiety, paranoid thoughts, and the mental denials and distortions that accompany them. Now 

we ask the question: “What if when we die we don’t end, but spiritually our life extends on into eternity?” Hell, then, is  the 

trajectory of a soul, living a self-absorbed, self-centered life, going on and on forever. 

Jesus’ parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man in Luke 16 supports the view of hell we are presenting here. Lazarus is a 

poor man who begs at the gate of a cruel rich man. They both die and Lazarus goes to heaven while the rich man goes to 

hell. [see Luke 16:24-31] 

What is astonishing is that though the statuses have now been reversed, the rich man seems to be blind to what has 

happened. He still expects Lazarus to be his servant and treats him as his water boy. He does not ask to get out of hell, yet 

strongly implies that God never gave him and his family enough information about the afterlife. Commentators have noted 

the astonishing amount of denial, blame-shifting, and spiritual blindness in this soul in hell. They have also noted that the 

rich man, unlike Lazarus, is never given a personal name. He is only called a “Rich Man,” strongly hinting that since he had 

built his identity on his wealth rather than on God, once he lost his wealth he lost any sense of self. 

In short, hell is simply one’s freely chosen identity apart from God on a trajectory into infinity. We see this process 

“writ small” in addiction to drugs, alcohol, gambling, and pornography. First, there is disintegration, because as time goes 

on you need more and more of the addictive substance to get an equal kick, which leads to less and less satisfaction. Second, 

there is the isolation, as increasingly you blame others and circumstances in order to justify your behavior. “No one 

understands! Everyone is against me!” is muttered in greater and greater self-pity and self-absorption. When we build our 

lives on anything but God, that thing—though a good thing—becomes an enslaving addiction, something we have to have 

to be happy. Personal disintegration happens on a broader scale. In eternity, this disintegration goes on forever. There is 

increasing isolation, denial, delusion, and self-absorption. When you lose all humility you are out of touch with reality. No 

one ever asks to leave hell. The very idea of heaven seems to them a sham.  

In his fantasy The Great Divorce, C. S. Lewis describes a busload of people from hell who come to the outskirts of 

heaven. There they are urged to leave behind the sins that have trapped them in hell—but they refuse. Lewis’s descriptions 

of these people are striking because we recognize in them the self-delusion and self-absorption that are “writ small” in our 

own addictions. 

 

Hell begins with a grumbling mood, always complaining, always blaming others…but you are still distinct from 

it. You may even criticize it in yourself and wish you could stop it. But there may come a day when you can no 

longer. Then there will be no you left to criticize the mood or even to enjoy it, but just the grumble itself, going on 

forever like a machine. It is not a question of God “sending us” to hell. In each of us there is something growing, 

which will BE hell unless it is nipped in the bud. 

 

The people in hell are miserable, but Lewis shows us why. We see raging like unchecked flames their pride, their 

paranoia, their self-pity, their certainty that everyone else is wrong, that everyone else is an idiot! All their humility is gone, 

and thus so is their sanity. They are utterly, finally locked in a prison of their own self-centeredness, and their pride 

progressively expands into a bigger and bigger mushroom cloud. They continue to go to pieces forever, blaming everyone 

but themselves. Hell is that, writ large. 

That is why it is a travesty to picture God casting people into a pit who are crying “I’m sorry! Let me out!” The people 

on the bus from hell in Lewis’s parable would rather have their “freedom,” as they define it, than salvation. Their delusion 

is that, if they glorified God, they would somehow lose power and freedom, but in a supreme and tragic irony, their choice 

has ruined their own potential for greatness. Hell is, as Lewis says, “the greatest monument to human freedom.” As Romans 

1:24 says, God “gave them up to … their desires.” All God does in the end with people is give them what they most want, 

including freedom from himself. What could be more fair than that? Lewis writes: 

 

There are only two kinds of people—those who say “Thy will be done” to God or those to whom God in the end 

says, “Thy will be done.” All that are in Hell choose it. Without self-choices it wouldn’t be Hell. No soul that 

seriously and constantly desires joy will ever miss it.   


