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 Valentine’s Way 
—Messy (But Beautiful) Christianity, Week 45— 

1 Corinthians 12:31-13:1-7 (NIV)  

 
  

I. This is ____________________ 

14:31 And yet I will show you the most excellent way. 

 
 

II. Love is the Ultimate _______________ 
13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 

love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  
 

2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and 

all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but 

do not have love, I am nothing.  

 
3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 

hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  

 
 

III. Love __________ (Is God’s ________ Christ) 
4 Love is patient,  

love is kind.  

It does not envy,  

it does not boast,  

it is not proud.  
5 It does not dishonor others,  

it is not self-seeking,  

it is not easily angered,  

it keeps no record of wrongs.  
6 Love does not delight in evil  

but rejoices with the truth.  
7 It always protects,  

always trusts,  

always hopes,  

always perseveres.  
 

The Bottom Line 
_____________ the _________ God showed you _________ 

 

…by using 1 Cor 13:4-7 to ________ your ___________ of love.  

…by evaluating your own ________________, by this definition. 

…by taking _____ to ______ more with __________ you so you  

    can better live it out with the Holy Spirit’s help. 
 

 

A Definition of Love in a Christian Ethical Sense 

“Love denotes above all a stance or attitude which shows itself in acts of 

will as regard, respect, and concern for the welfare of the other. It is 

therefore profoundly christological, for the cross is the paradigm case of 

the act of will and stance which places welfare of others above the interests 

of the self” (Thiselton, First Epistle to the Corinthians, 1035).  

 

A Challenging Self-Evaluation: Write Your Name in Place of “Love”  

_________ is patient,  

_________ is kind.  

_________ does not envy,  

_________ does not boast,  

_________ is not proud.  

_________ does not dishonor others,  

_________ is not self-seeking,  

_________ is not easily angered,  

_________ keeps no record of wrongs.  

_________ does not delight in evil but  

_________ rejoices with the truth.  

_________ always protects,  

_________ always trusts,  

_________ always hopes,  

_________ always perseveres.  
 

Put a star by two of these qualities you practice the most, and circle two of these 

qualities that you think you practice the least. 

 

In what ways do you need to repent of your failures to practice love as modeled 

by God-in-Christ and described here by Paul?  

 

What can you do to strengthen your connection with God’s love so that the Holy 

Spirit will bring forth from you more of this kind of love?  

 

Which of these aspects of love do you most wish to seek God’s help in living out 

to a greater degree this week? 


