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 “Baptized” in the Holy Spirit 
—Messy (But Beautiful) Christianity, Week 42— 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (NIV)  

  

 

I. “Baptism” of the Spirit Promised ___________________ 
Gen 1:2; Gen 6:3; Isa 44:1-3; 32:15; Ezek 36:25-27; 39:29; Joel 2:28-29 

Mark 1:4-8 (see also Matt 3:11-12; Luke 3:16-18) 

 

 

II. “Baptism” of the Spirit Promised ______ Jesus’ ____________ 

Mark 1:9-11; Luke 24:45-49; John 4:10-14; 7:37-39; 14:15-17, 26; 15:26-16:15; 19:34 (and see 

20:21-22) 

 

 

III. “Baptism” of the Spirit Given at ___________________  
1 Corinthians 12 
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts,  

but all its many parts form one body,  

so it is with Christ.  

 
13 For we were all baptized by (or with; or in) one Spirit  

so as to form one body 

—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free— 

and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  

 
14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.  

 

See Also: 1 Cor 2:10-16; Gal 3:1-6; Rom 8:14-17; Eph 1:13-14; Acts 2:38-39; 9:17-19 (?); 10:44—

48 (see also 11:15-18) 

 

 

IV. “Baptism” of the Spirit Given __________ Conversion 

 (or, perhaps better, “______” of the Spirit _____ Conversion) 
 

Examples of a “Second Experience” baptism of the Spirit: Acts 2:1-4, 14-21 (compare with 

10:44-47; 11:15-17); 8:9-17; 19:1-7 (?) 

But these experiences may be unique due to the transitional nature of the Book of Acts.   

 

Examples of “Third and Fourth Experiences” of the Spirit: Acts 2:4; 4:8; 4:31 (Peter is present, 

4:23-30); Eph 5:18 
 

     

  



Two Different Views on Baptism of the Spirit  
 

                           

Yet there are a lot of similarities in these two views. One way to integrate the best of them 

is to view the term “Baptism in the Spirit” as flexible enough to apply in multiple ways:  

“Most believers who insist that Spirit baptism occurs at conversion do not deny that God 

may fill believers with his Spirit in other ways after conversion. Conversely, most believers who 

insist that Spirit baptism generally occurs after conversion nevertheless agree that all believers 

receive the Spirit in the most important way at conversion. In other words, some of the most 

significant areas of disagreement today may be merely semantic….  

Each tradition builds its case from some Bible texts, and it is possible that both traditions 

may be correctly interpreting their favored texts…. It appears that the New Testament teaches both 

views—for the simple reasons that different texts employ the phrase ‘baptism in the Holy Spirit’ 

in different ways. In other words, since most Christians agree that we receive the Spirit at 

conversion but can be filled afresh with the Spirit on later occasions, the biggest conflict on the 

issue today may be semantic…. 

That the phrase ‘baptism in the Spirit’ could emphasize a different aspect of the Spirit’s 

work in different biblical passages is not hard to understand once we recognize that these different 

emphases are all part of the work of the same Spirit. In view of the background we will look at 

below, it is likely that John the Baptist thought the Spirit’s work involved a number of aspects, and 

that he was not focusing on one to the exclusion of others. Thus, when he promised that Jesus 

would baptize in the Holy Spirit, John probably used ‘baptism in the Spirit’ to signify the whole 

work of the Spirit—including salvation and any subsequent empowerments. Similarly, whenever 

New Testament writers explain about believers receiving the Spirit, they invariably speak of the 

Spirit coming at the time of conversion (for example, Gal. 3:2; Acts 2:38). Christ’s work is 

complete (Col. 2:6-23) and we cannot add to what God has provided for us in conversion (Rom 

5:5; Gal 3:2-5). 

Yet full access to God’s transforming power at conversion need not imply that each of us 

has appropriated all that power in our daily lives. I suspect most of us will admit that in practice 

we may later yield more of our lives to the direction of God’s Spirit. In narratives in the Book of 

Acts, examples indicate that believers embraced some aspects of the Spirit in an experience after 

their conversion (2:4; 8:15-16; 9:17; 19:4-6). Meanwhile, some other passages rarely cited by 

either side in the debate show us that the work of the Spirit not only means more than conversion 

but also more than any single subsequent experience. Acts indicates that believers may receive 

empowerments subsequent to their ‘second experience’ (4:8, 31; 13:9). Paul likewise speaks of 

living a Spirit-filled life (Eph 5:18), walking by the same Spirit one has already received (Gal 5:16-

23).  

These passages suggest that the whole sphere of the Spirit’s work becomes available at 

conversion, but believers may experience some aspects of the Spirit’s work only subsequent to 

conversion. One we lay the traditional semantic debates aside, this New Testament picture should 

make good sense to us in our own lives. One may compare the teachings in the new Testament 

about regularly appropriating Christ’s finished work. For example, Paul teaches that believers 

become dead to sin at conversion; yet few of us dispute that we must learn to appropriate that 

Typical Pentecostal View 

(Emphasizing Acts) 

Baptism in the Spirit is a one-time 

empowerment to be sought after conversion. 
 

Only some Christians have this baptism, but 

all should seek it.  
 

All Christians should seek to be continually 

filled with the Spirit. 

Typical Evangelical View 

(Emphasizing Paul’s Letters)  

Baptism in the Spirit is a one-time 

empowerment that happens at conversion.  
 

All Christians have this baptism, and there 

is no need to seek it.  
 

All Christians should seek to be continually 

filled with the Spirit. 



reality in our daily lives. (Most Christians I know have sinned since their conversion.) Those 

interpreters who emphasize our completeness in Christ and the sufficiency of spiritual resources 

provided us in salvation are correct: when the Spirit enters our lives, God makes us new and gives 

us complete access to the Spirit’s resources. At the same time, it is also biblical to emphasize that 

we need to draw on that empowerment in practice and that all Christians, no matter how full of 

God’s Spirit, can grow to seek God more deeply” (Keener, Three Crucial Questions about the 

Holy Spirit, 18, 20-22).   

 

Perhaps an easier way to integrate the views is to understand “Baptism in the Spirit” as 

happening only at conversion, with subsequent experiences of “Fillings” of the Holy Spirit.  

“Although those who teach the classical Pentecostal view of baptism in the Holy Spirit 

may deny they are attempting to divide Christians into two categories, such a division is implicit 

every time they ask whether someone has been baptized in the Holy Spirit or not. Such a question 

strongly suggests that there are two groups of Christians, those who have had this experience of 

‘baptism in the Holy Spirit’ and those who have not. 

What is the problem with viewing Christians as existing in two categories like this? The 

problem is that it contributes to a ‘we-they’ mentality in churches and leads to jealousy, pride, and 

divisiveness…. 

The major objection to this position is that the New Testament itself teaches no such two-

level or two-class Christianity. Nowhere in the Epistles do we read of Paul or Peter telling a church 

that is having problems, ‘You all need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit.’ Nowhere do we hear of 

the risen Lord Jesus speaking to the troubled and weak churches in Revelation 2-3, ‘Ask me to 

baptize you in the Holy Spirit.’ It is hard to avoid the conclusion that the two-level or two-class 

view taught by all of these groups throughout history does not have a solid foundation in the New 

Testament itself…. 

What then has happened to people who say they have experienced a ‘baptism of the Holy 

Spirit’ that has brought great blessing to their lives? We must understand first what is commonly 

taught about the need to prepare for baptism in the Holy Spirit. Very often people will be taught 

that they should confess all known sins, repent of any remaining sin in their lives, trust Christ to 

forgive those sins, commit every area of their lives to the Lord’s service, yield themselves fully to 

him, and believe that Christ is going to empower them in a new way and equip them with new 

gifts for ministry….But what does this preparation do? It is a guaranteed prescription for 

significant growth in the Christian life! …. In addition to that, we may expect that at many of these 

times the Holy Spirit will graciously bring a measure of the additional fullness and empowering 

that sincere Christians are seeking, even though their theological understanding and vocabulary 

may be imperfect in the asking…. 

[We could call this second experience by the NT phrase] ‘being filled with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Because of its frequent use in contexts that speak of Christian growth and ministry, this seems to 

be to be the best term to use to describe genuine ‘second experiences’ today (or third or fourth 

experiences, etc.)…. 

We see examples of repeated filling with the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts. In Acts 2:4, 

the disciples and those with them were ‘all filled with the Holy Spirit.’ Later, when Peter was 

standing before the Sanhedrin, we read, ‘Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them…’ 

(Acts 4:8). But a little later, when Peter and the other apostles had returned to the church to tell 

what had happened (Acts 4:23) they joined together in prayer. After they had prayed they were 

again filled with the Holy Spirit, a sequence of events that Luke makes clear: ‘after they prayed, 

the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

spoke the word of God boldly’ (Acts 4:31). Even though Peter had been filled with the Holy Spirit 

at Pentecost (Acts 2:4) and had later been filled with the Holy Spirit before speaking to the 

Sanhedrin (Acts 4:8), he was once again filled with the Holy Spirit after the group of Christians 

he was meeting with had prayed. 



Therefore, it is appropriate to understand filling with the Holy Spirit not as a one-time 

event but as an event that can occur over and over again in a Christian’s life…. 

The divisiveness that comes with the term ‘baptism in the Holy Spirit’ could easily be 

avoided by using any of the alternative terms mentioned in this section” (Grudem, Systematic 

Theology, 777-82). 

 

Along these lines, see this statement from our church’s doctrinal statement: 

 

(15) We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person who convicts the world of sin, of 

righteousness, and of judgment; and that He is the Supernatural Agent in regeneration, 

baptizing all believers into the Body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the Day 

of Redemption. We believe that He is the Divine Teacher who guides believers into all 

truth; and that it is the privilege and duty of all the saved to be filled with the Spirit.  

 

Here we see the view that baptism of the Spirit is given to all believers (at conversion), and 

we are to continually seek to be filled with the Spirit.  
 

As D. A. Carson writes, “Although I find no biblical support for a second-blessing 

theology, I do find support for a second-, third-, fourth-, or fifth-blessing theology” (Showing the 

Spirit, 160). 
 

 

 

The Bottom Line 
Rejoice in the ________ of the _______________, a Key Part of the ___________ 

 

…by repenting and believing the good news of Jesus, that you may ____________________. 

 

 

…by believing (if you’re a Christian) that you have been ____________________ the Spirit 

according to God’s promise, and are in no way ____________________ to other Christians. 

 

 

…by never being ________________ with your measure of dependance on the Spirit, but rather, 

always seeking to be ____________________ with the Spirit, experiencing more of His 

cleansing, empowering, and presence.  

 

 

…by being ___________________________ about who you let pray for you and lay hands on 

you in charismatic and Pentecostal circles, because, while the Spirit does powerfully move in 

these churches, the possibility also exists for deceptive, false workings.  
 

 

 

 

  


