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 Bad Luck at the Potluck 
—Messy (But Beautiful) Christianity, Week 40— 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34 (NIV)  
  

I. Church ____________: It’s Not the _______________ 
17 In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your 

meetings do more harm than good. 18 In the first place, I hear that when 

you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some 

extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences among you to 

show which of you have God’s approval. 20 So then, when you come 

together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 21 for when you are eating, 

some of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one 

person remains hungry and another gets drunk. 22 Don’t you have homes 

to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God by humiliating 

those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? 

Certainly not in this matter!  
 

II. Church _________: This is ______________________ 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord 

Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in 

remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and 

drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 

III. Church __________: ______________ Lord’s Supper  
27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of 

the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the 

bread and drink from the cup. 29 For those who eat and drink without 

discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. 
30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you 

have fallen asleep. 31 But if we were more discerning with regard to 

ourselves, we would not come under such judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when 

we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we 

will not be finally condemned with the world.  
33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should 

all eat together. 34 Anyone who is hungry should eat something at home, 

so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment.  

And when I come I will give further directions. 

The Bottom Line 
In the __________, _________ Yourself to ______________ 

 

…by ____________ it is a ___________ of your _______ with ______.  

 

…by ________________ in preparation, ____________, and ________. 

 

…by _______________ it as an experience of ____________________. 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Ancient Writers on Divided Dining Practices (Fee, First Epistle, 600) 

“Since I am asked to dinner, …why is not the same dinner served to 

me as to you? You take oysters fattened in the Lucrine lake, I suck a mussel 

through a hole in the shell; you get mushrooms, I take hog funguses; you 

tackle turbot, but I brill. Golden with fat, a turtledove gorges you with its 

bloated rump; there is set before me a magpie that has died in its cage. 

Why do I dine without you although, Ponticus, I am dining with you? The 

dole has gone; let us have the benefit of that; let us eat the same fare” 

(Martial, Epigram 3.60). 

“It would take too long to go into the details… of how I happened to 

be dining with a man—though no particular friend of his—whose elegant 

economy, as he called it, seemed to me a sort of stingy extravagance. The 

best dishes were set in front of himself and a select few, and cheap scraps 

of food before the rest of the company. He had even put the wine into tiny 

little flasks, divided into three categories, not with the idea of giving his 

guests opportunity of choosing, but to make it impossible for them to 

refuse what they were given. One lot was intended or himself and for us, 

another for his lesser friends (all his friends are graded) and his and our 

freedmen” (Pliny, Ep. 2.6).  

 

Ancient Christian Guidance for Communion (Didache 14.1-2) 

“On the Lord’s own day gather together and break bread and give 

thanks, having first confessed your sins so that your sacrifice may be pure. 

But let no one who has a quarrel with a companion join you until they have 

been reconciled, so that your sacrifice may not be defiled.” 


