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Greg Rhodea, PhD

The Plot-Twist of Christmas
—Christus Victor Week 14—
Colossians 1:26-27; 2:2; 4:3 (NIV)

Mark 3:20-21
20
Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his
disciples were not even able to eat. 21 When his family heard about this, they
went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”

III. The _______ of _____ in ______ and ____

Colossians 1:25-27
25
I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you
the word of God in its fullness—26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. 27 To them God
has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Mark 8:31-33
31
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that
he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this,
and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
33
But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get
behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but
merely human concerns.”

Colossians 2:2-3
2
My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they
may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know
the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.

Colossians 2:13-14
13
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the
charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he
has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.

Colossians 4:3
3
And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we
may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.

1 Corinthians 2:7-8
7
No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God
destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age
understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

I. The Mystery of _________ in ___________

II. The ____________ of ______ in the ______
Psalms of Solomon 17:21-25
Behold, O Lord, and raise up unto them their king, the son of David, At the time
in the which Thou seest, O God, that he may reign over Israel Thy servant. And
gird him with strength, that he may shatter unrighteous rulers, And that he may
purge Jerusalem from nations that trample (her) down to destruction. Wisely,
righteously he shall thrust out sinners from (the) inheritance, He shall destroy
the pride of the sinner as a potter's vessel. With a rod of iron he shall break in
pieces all their substance, He shall destroy the godless nations with the word of
his mouth; At his rebuke nations shall flee before him, And he shall reprove
sinners for the thoughts of their heart.
Luke 1:50-55 (Mary speaking)
51
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52
He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
53
He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
55
to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

Isaiah 53 (here 10-12, but see the whole chapter)
10
Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.
11
After he has suffered,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities.
12
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.

The Bottom Line
This year, be ________ with God’s ______________________…and respond ______ to the _____________!

